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Sulphur and Cypress Basins



Invasive Mussels





Jim Chapman Lake (Cooper)

 Alligatorweed
 Hydrilla
 Present but coverage very low

 Monitor twice/year for zebra mussels



Lake Wright Patman
 Alligatorweed and 

Hydrilla
 Trace amounts

 Water hyacinth
 Not observed 

since 2015

 Giant salvinia
 2012 infestation
 Eliminated



Lake Cypress Springs

 Alligatorweed
 Stable trace amounts

 Hydrilla
 None detected in recent years

 FCWD native aquatic plant nursery



Lake Bob Sandlin
 Hydrilla last detected in 2016
 Waterhyacinth

 Small amounts found each 
year

 Requires routine 
maintenance treatment

 Alligatorweed
 Trace amount
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Lake Welsh
 Hydrilla
 Stable coverage
 Hot summer/water suppresses growth

 Alligatorweed
 Consistent coverage
 Fleabeetles released in 2021



Lake Gilmer
 Hydrilla – present and stable
 Alligatorweed – trace amount
 Giant salvinia
 Repeated introductions
 Coverage was low
 Treatments in March and October 2022



Ellison Creek Reservoir
(Lone Star)

 Giant Salvinia - established
 Herbicide treatments by TPWD 

(47 acres in 2022)

 Alligatorweed
 Stable

 Hydrilla
 27% Coverage
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Lake O’ the Pines
 Hydrilla

 Variable coverage – no access issues
 Water hyacinth

 Coverage low in recent years
 Alligatorweed

 Present
 Giant Salvinia

 Expanding – periodic herbicide to control
 Aerial treatment – hard to access areas
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Herbicide Treatments
At Caddo Lake
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Giant Salvinia Weevils



Water Hyacinth
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Hydrilla
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Crested Floating Heart
 Native of Asia
 Water garden
 Florida late 1990s
 Has shown 

invasive potential

Crest







Crested Floating Heart



Crested Floating Heart



Crested Floating Heart
 Refined management 

approach
 New herbicide rate
 Better success 2023





Timothy.Bister@tpwd.texas.gov
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