Cypress Creek and Sulphur River Basin Steering Committee Metting

March 26, 2026

The joint Cypress Creek and Sulphur River Basin Stakeholder Meeting was held in the
Community Room on the Northeast Texas Community College campus. The meeting began at
9:10 AM and concluded at 11:15 AM. One virtual and four in-person presentations were given
to the Committee. There were twelve in-person and twenty-six virtual attendees.

Lake Ralph Hall Updates
Ed Motley Upper Trinity Regional Water District

Lake Ralph Hall will hold between 165,000 and 185,000 acre-feet of water. The embankment
was completed last week, and inundation is expected to begin in about a month. Three boat
ramps are under construction, working with Texas Parks & Wildlife Department to manage the
fishery, a grant from Bass Pro Shops funded a fishing jetty and reef ball habitat structures.
Cultural resources are part of the 404 Permit process. They have identified a baby mammoth
fossil, a 19,000 year old jawbone of an individual that had been cremated, along with a number
of other items.

R. Rushin: When did the planning process begin?

E. Motley: Ladonia began planning the reservoir in 1990. As a consultant, Motley began
planning for the reservoir in 1995 before becoming an employee at UTRWD. A permit
application for the reservoir was submitted in 2003, and the permit was issued in 2013. The 404
permit was submitted in 2005 and approved in 2020. The environmental impact statement for
the reservoir is a 5,000-page document. Construction began in 2020.

Sulphur River Basin Highlights Report
Randy Rushin Water Monitoring Solutions, Inc.

A watershed summary of Segment 0303 — Sulphur/South Sulphur River was presented. The
discussion also included changes to impairments and concerns as shown in the Draft 2026
Integrated Report.

L.A. Overdyke: Does low flow lead to low dissolved oxygen?

R. Rushin: Low flows typically occur during the summer and early fall months. This also when
temperature is highest. High temperatures limit the amount of oxygen that can be concentrated



in the water column. Streams with lower flows tend have lower dissolved oxygen. Low flow
coupled with high temperatures can result in low dissolved oxygen. Nutrients/organic matter
can also decrease oxygen through bacteria/microscopic organisms can also reduce the amount
of dissolved oxygen through respiration by consuming those nutrients.

Fish Tissue Sampling in Caddo Lake
Mike VanBuskirk TCEQ Region 5

TCEQ collected fish tissue samples in Caddo Lake in 2024 and 2025. Sampling targeted all
assessment units in the lake along with a portion of the lower part of Big Cypress Creek near
Caddo Lake State Park. Samples were collected to address the impairments in the lake, but
TCEQ cannot remove a consumption advisory issued by the Department of State Health Services
(DSHS). All but one sample was below the criteria. One drum filet collected in Big Cypress Creek
exceeded the criteria. For Goose Prairie, tissue from two bass were composited and had a result
near the threshold. VanBuskirk suspects that the larger bass was possibly over the limit.

Results from sampling in other reservoirs around the region were detailed. Sampling in other
reservoirs in the Cypress Creek Basin is planned for the summer of 2026.

A. Kilpatrick: Have these data been sent to DSHS?
M. VanBuskirk: He is working with TCEQ management to communicate findings

A. Kilpatrick: Trinity River Authority completed a similar type of study to prompt DSHS to
respond to their findings, but no responses were received.

L.A. Overdyke: To confirm - one fish in Goose Prairie and one in Big Cypress Creek near the State
Park were high?

M. VanBuskirk: We had netted 20 - 30 drum in Big Cypress Creek, but we were targeting catfish.
Due to the high water levels, the catfish weren’t responding well to the shocker. Once we
switched to drum, we only collected one drum. All of the other fish were composites.

For Goose Prairie, this was a composite of two bass. The 8 pound bass was probably over the
limit but cannot say for sure since it was a composite sample instead of an individual filet.

L.A. Overdyke: Maybe Caddo Lake Institute or Parks Foundation could fund additional sampling?

M. VanBuskirk: That’s a great idea. Unfortunately, only DSHS can remove the consumption
advisory, and DSHS will want to collect their own data.

L.A. Overdyke: Bister, what are your thoughts?



T. Bister: He'll look into it.

A. Kilpatrick: DSHS wants complete control over the entire process from sampling to analysis.

Invasive Aquatic Species
Tim Bister Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Inland Fisheries — Marshall

Invasive species information in lakes in both basins was presented including amount of coverage
and treatment methods such as herbicides and biological organisms.

D. Wideman: Do beetles reproduce, or do they need restocking?

T. Bister: They do reproduce but may need restocking if they get wiped out during a really cold
winter. Flea beetles raised at hatcheries are sent around the state.

Virtual attendee: If 15,000-acre feet are released from Lake Monticello, what effect does this
have on water hyacinth in Lake Bob Sandlin?

T. Bister: Releases are made at the bottom, so surface plants are not moved. Seeds may be
released, but otherwise not sure how to answer the question.

Cypress Creek Basin Summary Report
Randy Rushin Water Monitoring Solutions, Inc.

A Program Update, changes to the impairment listings in the Draft 2026 Integrated Report, and
information about monitoring activities in the Cypress Creek Basin were presented. No
guestions were asked.
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